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1) Internal legislation and agreements inside of Eastern Europe.

In cadrul europei de est exista acorduri referitoare la facilitatile importului si exportului intre tarile semnatare . Cel mai important accord, este acela prin care Romania a aderat la Acordul Central European de Comert Liber ( CEFTA ).

Tarile semnatare a acordului CEFTA sint:

· Ceh Republic

· Hungary

· Poland

· Slovakia

· Slovenia

Acordul prin care Romania a aderat la CEFTA, are ca obiectiv crearea graduala, pina la 01.01.2002, a unei zone de comert liber pentru comertul cu produse industriale intre tarile semnatare, precum si facilitarea comertului pentru un nomenclator larg de produse agricole in cadrul unor contingente tarifare sau in cantitati nelimitate.

Concesiile convenite intre Romania si celelalte tari member CEFTA difera de la o tara la alta in functie de interesele partilor si specificul schimburilor comerciale.

In privinta regulilor de origine si a certificatelor de origine(EUR 1 si declaratia exportatorului), acestea sint identice cu cele din relatia Romania – Uniunea Europeana si se elibereaza in aceleasi conditii si de aceleasi institutii ca si pentru tarile membre ale UE.

Avind in vedere pozitia tarifara care ne intereseaza si anume grupele 0201( fresh beef and veal meat ) si 0202 ( frozen beef and veal meat ), intre tarile CEFTA functioneaza conform Protocoalelor 14 – 21 legea reducerii taxelor vamale progresiv pe ani, astfel incit anul acesta (2001 ) taxa vamala la aceste produse este de 25 % la importul intre statele semnatare ale acordului CEFTA, iar pentru importurile din afara tarilor semnatare ale acordului taxa vamala este de 40 %.

In ceea ce priveste importul de carne de vita in Romania din SUA, momentan acesta este blocat printr-o circulara emisa de  Directia Sanitara ,  in vederea protejarii pietei romane de produse din carne contaminata cu BSE.

2) Import agreement by import of beef and veal meat in Russian Federation

Between the Government of USA and the Russian Federation it is mutually agreed that the Agreement signed in Moskow on December 23, 1998, and signed in Washington ,D.C. on December 29, 1998 and amended on February 4, 1999 , March 5, 1999,March 24 , 1999, and May 10,1999,between the Commodity Credit Corporation, an agency and instrumentality of the Government of the USA and the Government of the Russian Federation  for sales of agricultural commodities is hereby further amended as follows:

The agricultural commodities to be made available under this agreement are as follows:

Commodity              Supply Period          Approximate Quantity       Maximum Export

                             (U.S. Fiscal Year )              Mt                              Market Value

                                                                                                             ( US $ million )

Beef meat                     99/00                            46,000                             86,75

3) Beef and Veal Import in Eastern Europe

The main important countries which give us an overview from  beef and veal situation  in East Europe are CEFTA countries.

In the followed figure we will introduce for the comparison also the indicators from Russian Federation and Moldova Republic.

                 Beef and Veal import 
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a)   Beef and Veal in CEFTA countries (Mt)
 Beef and Veal , Boneless  (Mt )
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The total beef and veal quantity imported in CEFTA countries:

                   Mt
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As  Foreign Agricultural Services / USDA declare, Poland have imported from Argentina 6 Mt ( Beef and Veal ) in year 2000 .

b)   Beef and Veal   In Eastern Europe 

                     Mt                                                                    
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c) Beef and Veal import in Russian Federation (Mt)         

    (Boneless )                             
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d) Beef and Veal import in Republic of Moldova and Ukraine (Mt)
                      Mt
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4) Import value of Beef and Veal

a) in CEFTA countries

     1000 $
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b) in Eastern Europe total:

        1000$
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c)  in Russian Federation :

           1000 $
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d) Import value of Beef and Veal in Republic of Moldova and Ukraine:

      1000 $
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5) Beef and Veal  Export:

a) in CEFTA Countries- Qty(Mt)

                 Mt


[image: image9.wmf]2435

1394

2249

10349

5110

9292

16825

62566

16780

200

650

144

3588

3481

3300

565

156

256

0

10000

20000

30000

40000

50000

60000

70000

Czech

Republic

Hungary

Poland

Slovakia

Slovenia

Romania

1997

1998

1999


b) in Eastern Europe total quantity ( Mt )

            Mt
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c) Beef and Veal  in Russian Federation, Republic of Moldova, Ukraine – Qty(Mt)

               Mt
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6) The Beef and Veal export value 

a) in CEFTA countries ( 1000 $ )
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b) in Eastern Europe total    ( 1000 $ )
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c) Export value in Moldova, Russian Federation and Ukraine (1000 $ )
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7) Sales indicatives from Metro ( Makro ) Concern in 2000:

In Romania Metro Cash and Cary, have sold in 2000 year 39,469 Mt of hi quality beef( vrabioara si antricot ) .In Romania Metro had at the end of 2000 year 7 stores. The average quantity sold per day in one store was 19,3 kg.

The sales price of hi quality beef meat ( internal production ) it is 2.34 $/kg.

In 2001 Metro AG. will build odder 3 stores, so that at the end of 2001 Metro will be present on the Romanian market with 10 stores .

Until now ( February 2001 ) Metro Cash and Cary it is the single sales big company in Romania.

Starting with 2001 year will be open in Romania ,odder two big stores, Carrefour end Selgross , also cash and carry , the biggest competitors for Metro.

In Hungary, the same big Concern Metro it is present with 11 stores in all country.

They have sold last year (2000),110,880 Mt hi quality beef meat, which means in 360 working days, a daily average sold quantity pro store of 28 kg.

The price pro kg. was 2.21 $ for hi quality beef meat(internal production).

In Poland, the same Concern Metro which’s named Makro, have sold in 18 stores 136,93 Mt from hi quality beef meat. The daily average sold quantity in one store was 24,7 kg.

Kg price it was 2,52 $.

In Czechia, Metro have sold with 8 stores ,in 2000 year, 46,07Mt of hi quality beef meat, by a sales price of 2,62$ pro kg. The daily average sold quantity in one store was 18,7 kg.

8 ) Conclusions and recommendations

This study comes from the idea of producing in Romania a race of superior quality beef, in view to export the final product, called “hi quality beef and veal meat”.

“Hi quality beef and veal meat” represents those anatomic parts resulted after the process of cutting according to the American model, called “hi quality cut”.

These are:

· T bone stake

· Prime rib

· Rib eye

· Porter house

· Rib roast

Due to the culture, these types of cuts are very less known in Europe (only the persons who had the chance to meet in the food companies in America, Argentina, Canada, Australia, New Zealand know it).

There is an anatomic part in Europe, resulted from the same cutting procedure as in America, called “rib roast”. This has not the same quality as the one met in the markets specified above, due to the different beef race.

Having a high price, due to the superior quality, the only anatomic part called “hi quality cut” of the ones presented above, which entered the EU market, is “rib roast”, being imported from Argentina.

Inside the Eastern Europe, this “hi quality cut”, imported from the origin countries, is practically unknown. Even this “rib roast”, which is identical, as anatomic part and cutting procedure, to the one in America and which entered the EU market imported from Argentina, is not sold in the Eastern European market, due to the price; this costs approximately 18 EUR per kilo, whereas the same product (as anatomic part and cutting manner) coming from the Eastern Europe costs 2.5-3 EUR per kilo.

Due to the great price difference, even by the obvious difference in quality, this imported “hi quality cut beef meat” would not have a market in the Eastern Europe.

The only possibility of introducing these types of “hi quality beef meat cut” would be their producing inside the Eastern Europe, by reducing the production costs, so that the difference of price between the inland meat (actual) and the one of high quality (in the future) should be reduced at a comparable level on the Eastern European market.

Also, if the introduction of the American cuts is wanted on the European market, this will be possible by the agency of an advertising program very well improved, which should address to the food companies mainly.

The European market has been recording an increasing crisis of beef, due to the “mad cow” disease, respectively “BSE virus” discovered in some countries inside the EU.

In order to prevent the infestation with this virus, drastic measures have been taken that have lead to the sacrifice of many promotions of animals. Thus, EU has imposed the sacrifice of the animals older than 1 year, in the affected countries, thus, the stocks of beef have decreased, a deficit of beef on the market appearing and the actual crisis thus starting.

Taking into account the fact that a campaign of remaking the stocks of living animals and of rebirth of beef producing industry is being led, by observing the new provisions of preventing the BSE virus and also that the Europe it is a very big consumer of beef and veal meat, as we have seen in the figures on the last three years, we consider an oportunity to introduce a new beef race with high productivity on the European market. From that moment,until the sale of „ hi quality beef meat „, remain only a marketing and advertising problem.

9) Information’s Sources :

· Internet : USDA Government

                           FASonline

                           FAOSTAT

· Romanian National Institute for Statistical and Economical Studies

Bucharest  ,   28.02.2001

Cristian Ionescu
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